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The series of protests, demonstrations, and revolutions which have
been taking place in the Middle East and North Africa since late 2010
have dramatically altered the social and political landscape, toppled
governments, and produced yet another Western military intervention
in tthe region. The protests have made extensive use of contempo-
rary social media services, including Facebook, Twitter, and Youtube,
which have contributed to the rapid diffusion of dissent and helped

raise awareness of the movement worldwide. This raises a number of

questions about the implications for Canadian international develop-

ment policy - for example:

*  Who are the new and upcoming political actors? Who is repre-
sented in the movements and who is not?

*  What is the place of social neworking services in facilitating so-
cial and political renewal? What can be done to prevent states from
limiting their significance?

*  What has been, could, or should be the role of religion in these
transitions! How should Canada engage with the new regimes?

As part of CASID’s revised Development Forum program, submitted papers will be evaluated by CASID’s
Executive Committee and members and the top 8 to 10 papers will each receive a $250 honorarium. The
selected papers will also be included in Volume 4, Issue 1 of CASID’s Development Forum Pamphlet. Papers
should have an explicit policy focus, be no longer than 1500 words, and possess minimal academic jargon or
citations. Deadline for submission is June 17, 2011. Submissions will be made online at CASID’s website
- you must be a member to submit a paper! Follow the links for more information on how to submit a
paper or become a member, or contact CASID at admin@casid-acedi.ca. Good luck!
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